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Translocation of Pseudophilotes bavius hungarica
by Prof. Laszlo Rakosy

One of the objectives of the LIFE Metamorphosis project is to translocate or populate favourable habitats with
the Transylvanian blue (Pseudophilotes bavius hungarica), an endemic and endangered subspecies protected not only by
the EU Habitats Directive but also under Romanian legislation.

After obtaining the necessary authorizations, the entomologists involved in the project identified the Apold glimee (small
hillocks or “tumps”) as suitable habitats for attempting to establish a population of the Transylvanian blue.

The main reasons for this were the abundant presence of the host plant required by the larvae—the Nodding
Sage (Salvia nutans)—as well as the microclimate, slope inclination, and exposure similar to habitats near Cluj, where
several small populations of the butterfly are known.
Another factor, though a negative one, was the severe threat to the Suatu population due to intensive sheep grazing during
the period when eggs and larvae should be present on the Nodding Sage (late April-May).

In April 2023, four entomologists familiar with the species’ biology and ecology, collected eight Transylvanian
blue females from Suatu and transported them under appropriate conditions to Apold (Mures County), where they were
released on the tumps.

Spring arrived unusually early in 2024, so it was expected that the Transylvanian blue would begin its flight
period earlier than previously recorded over the past 30 years. On April 11, the team travelled to Suatu to assess the
situation. As predicted, the butterflies were already in full flight. The next day, Laszl6é Rakosy and Andrei Crisan visited
Apold to check for the species on the Nodding Sage plants there.

Andrei was the first to climb the main tump, stepping carefully among the Nodding Sage plants, which were
larger and more vigorous than those at Suatu. After about a minute, he swung the butterfly net into action and captured
the first Blue born in Apold. Upon close inspection, we confirmed it was indeed Pseudophilotes bavius hungarica and
released the specimen, which flew just five meters before settling on a Nodding Sage leaf. It was time to photograph and
document the presence of the first recorded individual—a female—at Apold.

In the next 40 minutes, on the main tump and the adjacent one, we observed 14 more P. bavius hungarica
specimens. We could hardly believe our eyes. When leaving Cluj for Sighisoara, we had been sceptical, even discussing
the possibility of bringing a few more females in 2025 to increase the chances of success. But all those cautious, forward-
looking thoughts were swept away by the sight of these butterflies in flight. The delicate beauty of the species and the
overwhelming joy of the two entomologists are impossible to put into words. I was there, and I felt it firsthand. Now, the
Sighisoara—Téarnava Mare Natura 2000 site can also take pride in hosting this symbol of Transylvanian butterflies.

However, success is not yet guaranteed. Just one or two days before our arrival, two nearby tumps were set on
fire. The charred vegetation and lingering wisps of smoke gave the landscape a desolate look, sending us back to Cluj
with thoughts as dark as the scorched ground. We can only hope that "our" tumps will not meet the same fate in the
coming days and that this newly established population will thrive and spread across the surrounding areas of Nodding
Sage.

People wish each other “to build stone houses” for stability, but what do you wish for butterflies just beginning
a new life far from their original home? Perhaps we will learn in the years to come—if all goes well. We shall see.
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